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Brothers Steve and Kevin Johnson, owners of Johnson Oil Company in 
Gaylord, are honoring their late father with a gift to Munson Healthcare 
Otsego Memorial Hospital. The family and the business gave $750,000 
to the hospital for its new emergency department. The Dale E. Johnson 
Emergency Department is part of an overall $15 million renovation and 
expansion project at OMH. The project is expected to be completed by 
December 2019.



2   Munson Healthcare Foundations | FOCUS

Each morning, around 9 o’clock, 
Steve and Kevin Johnson joined their 
dad, Dale, for a cup of coffee and 
conversation at Diana’s Delights in 
their northern Michigan hometown 
of Gaylord. After starting the day at 
the office, the trio took a coffee break 
at this downtown fixture.

Over breakfast, the sons heard their 
father share “the same stories over 
and over again,” as the brothers re-
called with a smile – stories of grow-
ing up part of a farming family on the 
outskirts of Gaylord, of dropping out 
of school in the seventh grade to do 
his part on the farm, to later raising 
a family of his own in this working-
class town, not long after serving as a 
staff sergeant during the Korean War, 
and of slowly building an expansive 
oil and gas company that began with 
a single service station. 

Steve and Kevin, who now operate 
Johnson Oil Company, say it was 
their late father’s humble beginnings, 
strong work ethic, and giving spirit 
that helped shape them as individuals 
and business owners. To honor him, 
they decided to give back to the com-

munity they all have loved so much, 
with a gift of $750,000 toward the 
renovation of the Munson Healthcare 
Otsego Memorial Hospital Emergen-
cy Department. 

“This gift was the single largest gift in 
the history of the OMH Foundation 
and was the cornerstone of the capi-
tal campaign,” said Kim Biddinger, 
Leadership Giving Officer with the 
Foundation. “The OMH Emergency 
Department will proudly be renamed 
The Dale E. Johnson Emergency De-
partment to honor their generosity.”

Building a Business
The brothers recalled how their father, 
upon returning from the war and 
learning his previous job was no lon-
ger available, took out a loan to open 
a service station in 1954. He worked 
hard to pay off the loan as quickly as 
he could, his sons said.

“He was just very humble – that’s just 
the way our dad was,” said Kevin, 53. 

“I think what happens, when you’re 
self-made, you go get that loan, and 
then everything is, ‘How many gal-
lons of gas do I need to sell to pay for 
dinner tonight? How much do I need 

Gaylord Businessmen and Brothers Honor Father  
with Gift to Otsego Memorial Hospital

This gift was the single  
largest gift in the history of 
the Otsego Memorial Hospital 
Foundation and was the 
cornerstone of the capital 
campaign. The OMH emergency 
department will proudly be 
renamed The Dale E. Johnson 
Emergency Department to  
honor their generosity.

Kim Biddinger, Leadership Giving Officer,  
Munson Healthcare Foundations
 

 

Dale and Beverly Johnson in front of the original Johnson Oil Company service station. (Right) Steve and Kevin Johnson.
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to sell to pay for this?’ And still to 
this day, I think, if I get a new truck, 
we’ve got to sell this many gallons  
of propane or whatever it is to pay 
for it. That was the mentality when 
you build it from nothing. I think  
it’s important that Steve and I grew 
up with that. It’s tough when you get 
to the third and fourth generations 
that didn’t see that dedication and 
didn’t put as much work into it, to 
get it to the level to be successful.  
My dad would always say to us, it 
took 50 years to get it to this level. 
You boys can lose it in two if you’re 
not careful.”

Today, Johnson Oil Company in-
cludes home fuel oil delivery, pro-
pane delivery, and additional gas 
stations, convenience stores, and 
Johnson Oil card fuel centers in 
Gaylord as well as Lewiston, Kalkas-
ka, Grayling, Petoskey, Boyne City, 
Waters, and Lake City. 

Commitment to His Community
Supporting Gaylord and its residents 
was important to Dale Johnson, 
who died in 2004 at Otsego Memo-
rial Hospital following a battle with 
pancreatic cancer. Though he’d never 
let on to others, his sons knew that 
he often helped families in need stay 
warm throughout winter.

“He would have someone call, saying 
they’re out of fuel oil,” said Steve, 62. 

“They didn’t pay their bill and that’s 
why they don’t have fuel. But they 
have two little kids in the house. It 
was 10 o’clock at night and he didn’t 
call somebody. He got into the truck 
himself and drove out there and took 
him 100 gallons of fuel.” “Knowing 
he wasn’t going to get paid for it,” 
Kevin added. 

“He couldn’t stand to have those kids 
being cold,” Steve said. “’It’s not the 
kids’ fault,’ – that’s what he would 
always say.”

Honoring a Humble Man
Communities are stronger when 
high quality health care services 
are available, and Steve and Kevin 
wanted to do their part in ensuring 
this is the case in their hometown. 

“Steve and I have been so commit-
ted, even through the tough times, 
to make [the family business] work 
because of our dad and his heritage,” 
Kevin said. “Our dad would prob-
ably be, I know for a fact, embar-
rassed to have his name on the front 
of a hospital because he was such a 
humble person. He’d be honored but 
at the same time feel awkward. But 
we got to make that decision and 
we’re really proud of a seventh grade 
drop-out who worked so hard that 
we’re able to give something back to 
the community.”

“And as we get older, it’s important 
we have good health care in our 
community,” he said. “That seemed 
like the most logical place to give to, 
to give to health care, for the people 
in our community.”

In September 2016, Otsego Memori-
al Hospital leaders announced a $15 
million renovation and expansion 
project of the Emergency Depart-
ment, Surgery, and Ambulatory 
Care Departments. The OMH Foun-
dation began the “quiet phase” of its 
fundraising campaign in November 
of 2015 and has since reached its 
$4 million goal, said Kim Biddinger, 
Leadership Giving Officer with the 
Foundation. Local businesses, com-
munity members, and OMH em-
ployees and auxiliary members all 
contributed to this project.

“This $15 million project includes 
17,000 square feet of heavy renova-
tion and 15,000 square feet of new 
construction,” Biddinger said. “It 
will increase the size of the Emer-
gency Department, Ambulatory 
Care, and Surgery Departments.” 
The expansion also will increase the 
number of exam rooms in the Emer-
gency Department from 12 to 18, 
including two new trauma bays. It 
will also add a new and larger oper-
ating room to accommodate the da 
Vinci® surgical system for minimally 
invasive robotic-assisted surgeries. 
Ambulatory Care will change to all 
private patient rooms, enhancing 
privacy and security. 

Phase 1 of this project will be  
complete next month, with the  
overall project expected to be  
complete in December 2019.
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A Big Launch for Munson Healthcare Foundations

A hub of family-oriented care
Once complete, the $36.8 million 
Family Birth and Children’s Center 
will serve all of northern Michigan 

— replacing an aging facility with 
outdated specialty units for maternity, 
neonatal intensive care, and pediatric 
care. 

The new Family Birth and Children’s 
Center will serve as a hub of family-
oriented, team-delivered care. Here’s 
what it will include:

•	 A new 15,750-square-foot Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit (NICU), provid-
ing space and technology required 
for the advanced care that our babies 
and their families need in a setting 
that promotes privacy and comfort. 
Last year, 330 critically ill infants were 
cared for in the Munson Medical 
Center Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 
(NICU). Ours is the only NICU north 
of Grand Rapids. 

•	 A 33,000-square-foot Maternity 
Unit to meet the needs of northern 
Michigan families as they experience 
one of life’s greatest events — the 
birth of their child. Patients in our 
Maternity Unit typically give high 
marks to the care they receive, but 
note that the facility is lacking. The 
unit is greatly outdated and often 
filled to capacity, causing many new 
mothers and their newborns to be 
moved to another unit shortly after 
birth. About 2,000 babies are born at 
Munson Medical Center each year. 

•	 A family-centered approach to care 
will be at the heart of our new, child-
friendly 11,200-square-foot Pediat-
rics Unit. Munson Medical Center 
provides “intermediate pediatric care,” 
meaning a higher level of care than a 
community hospital, but short of the 

•	 Constructing a new Family Birth and Children’s Center  
	 consisting of a neonatal intensive care unit as well as maternity  
	 and pediatrics units

•	 Expanding surgical services and cardiovascular services

•	 Growing our regional cancer care

•	 Enhancing services in the areas of patient needs and community 	
	 health, and updating Munson Manor Hospitality House

Munson Healthcare Foundations has launched a public  
fundraising campaign for Munson Medical Center’s largest 
expansion project to date, which began this fall.

This campaign aims to generate support and donations for the 
next expansion of services at Munson Medical Center — health 
care services that will help community members of all ages and 
at every stage of life throughout our health care system. The  
project is estimated to cost $80 million. Our fundraising goal  
is $36 million, with $27 million raised so far.
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intensive care provided at a chil-
dren’s hospital. We most often treat 
children who are hospitalized with 
respiratory disease, trauma, inges-
tion, infection, or childhood illness. 
Munson Medical Center does not 
have a dedicated Pediatrics Unit. 
Hospitalized children are cared for 
on a unit that also cares for adults  
recovering from surgery — this is 
not ideal for patients, families, or 
staff. Munson Medical Center is be-
coming a regional center for pediat-
ric care in northern Michigan as the 
number of pediatric patients and  
the level of care being offered is 
increasing. 

A better patient experience
MMC’s 17 operating rooms are 
reaching full capacity, which can 
cause longer wait times for patients 
and delayed care. Expanding surgi-
cal services space will allow us to 
fulfill our commitment to delivering 
the right care at the right time, in  
the right place. 

Having adequate operating room 
space also will boost recruitment of 
surgeons and physicians. It’s critical 
that we update our facilities to pro-
vide the best patient care and remain 
competitive in recruiting outstand-
ing health care professionals. 

Plans call for building four new  
operating rooms and upgrading  
two existing rooms. In addition,  
the estimated $30.4 million surgical 
services expansion will include the 
purchase of an additional da Vinci® 
robotic surgical system, which al-
lows surgeons to perform complex 
procedures through just a few tiny 
incisions — roughly the diameter  
of a pencil. 

Improved heart care throughout 
northern Michigan
Cardiovascular disease accounts 
for 17 percent of our nation’s health 
care expenditures and is the leading 
cause of death in the U.S. — some-
one dies from heart disease, stroke, 
or other cardiovascular disease every 
43 seconds. Our beautiful region is 
popular among retirees, who look to 
us for advanced cardiovascular ser-
vices. Munson Healthcare currently 
provides outpatient clinics at 10 sites 
throughout northern Michigan.

Expansion plans call for adding 
more well-equipped clinics close to 
local Munson Healthcare hospitals, 
with the capability of electronically 
connecting to the Webber Heart 
Center at Munson Medical Center. 
At a cost of $4.1 million, the expan-
sion will include new outpatient clin-
ics, diagnostic equipment, catheter 
lab updates, and information tech-
nology enhancements. 

Enhanced cancer care for our 
region
The Cowell Family Cancer Cen-
ter, which opened in 2016, serves 
individuals living within a 24-county 
area of northern lower Michigan. Pa-
tients, families, and providers benefit 
from the expertise of the staff, the 
support services, and the advanced 
technologies available at our center. 

The estimated $3.9 million improve-
ments to cancer care will include 
meeting ongoing needs for programs 
and services such as financial assis-
tance to patients, advanced technol-
ogies, and new software. Expansion 
of our cancer research program is 
also part of that plan. 

If you are interested in support-
ing this project or would like more 
information, please contact Kelli 
Kaberle, Munson Healthcare Foun-
dations Leadership Giving Officer, at 
231-935-7901 or kcravey@mhc.net.
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Community Events: Having So Much Fun for a Cause

The 3rd annual Mohawks for Munson,  
held May 19 at North Peak Brewing Company, 
raised nearly $15,000. The event supports our 
local cancer community and the Cowell Family 
Cancer Center at Munson Medical Center in 
Traverse City. 

This family-friendly event features a BBQ, live 
music, free Moomers ice cream, a bounce house, 
face painting, crafts for kids, Mohawk shaving, 
and a faux-hawk styling station for kids. All 
participants get mohawks shaved at our event 
to show off all their hard-working fundraising 
efforts and as a symbol of their support of local 
cancer patients. 

Thank you to our wonderful sponsors who make 
this event possible: The Larkin Group; Traverse 
City State Bank; Bulldogs Barbershop; The Hair 
Code; Moomers Ice Cream; Underground Print-
ing; and Custom Stems.

The 29th annual Munson Healthcare  
Grayling Hospital Golf Classic took place 
June 15 at the Grayling Country Club and  
raised more than $19,000.

The 15th annual Munson Healthcare  
Cadillac Hospital Golf Ball took place  
June 8, 2018 at the Cadillac Country Club.  
About 130 golfers participated, helping raise 
$30,000 for the Rzepka Family Pediatric Fund 
and new equipment for Munson Healthcare 
Urgent Care. 
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The 8th Annual Chip in Fore Munson  
Hospice, presented by Schmuckal Oil Co.  
and LochenHeath Golf Club, raised $152,000 
for Munson Hospice. The event took place  
Sept. 20-21 at LochenHeath Golf Club.

The 21st annual Munson Healthcare  
Otsego Memorial Hospital Foundation 
Golf Outing took place June 14 at Treetops 
Resort in Gaylord. This is the premier fundrais-
ing event for the OMH Foundation, and this 
year’s event registered 260 golfers and raised 
more than $96,000 to support programs and 
services for patients at OMH. Golfers enjoyed 
both the Fazio Premier and Smith Signature 
courses on a beautiful, sunny day. 

The Foundation would like to extend a special 
thank you to Fifth Third Bank, the premier 
event sponsor, along with new and returning 
sponsors and golfers, and the volunteers who 
helped make the event a success. Since incep-
tion, the golf outing has raised more than $1 
million in support of the patients and commu-
nities served by OMH.

The event concluded with an awards banquet 
luncheon and raffle. Prizes included overnight 
stays on Mackinac Island, Detroit Lions tickets, 
a Bennethum’s Northern Inn wine dinner, and 
more, all generously donated to the Founda-
tion. 
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Community Events: Having So Much Fun for a Cause

Munson Healthcare Foundations kicked off 
a comprehensive fundraising campaign for the 
largest expansion in Munson Medical Center’s 
history on Aug. 30 in the Park Place Hotel’s new 
conference and events center. This $36 million 
campaign will support the new Family Birth and 
Children’s Center, surgery services, cancer and 
cardiovascular care, and enhancements to com-
munity health and wellness services.

Judson Laipply, an inspirational comedian best 
known for his YouTube hit “The Evolution of 
Dance,” performed, and remarks were given by 
Munson Healthcare President and CEO Ed Ness, 
Munson Healthcare COO and Munson Medical 
Center President Al Pilong, and Munson Health-
care Foundations Chief Development Officer Des 
Worthington. More than 200 people attended 
the event.

The 11th Annual Paint the Town Pink event 
on Oct. 4 raised nearly $13,000 for women’s 
services at Munson Healthcare Manistee Hospi-
tal. Nearly 300 people attended the event along 
the Manistee Riverwalk. 

Community members could purchase bows in 
honor of a loved one to display throughout 
downtown leading up to the event.

The 6th annual Power of the Purse took place 
Aug. 16 at the Cherry Grove Event Center in 
Cadillac and featured 250 participants and 200 
raffled and auctioned purses.  A $1,000 pink 
gem from Wexford Jewelers was given away 
to one lucky winner. The $27,000 raised went 
directly to the Family Birth Center at Cadil-
lac Hospital for the purchase of a new infant 
warmer and infant bassinets.
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Meet Our Board Members

Munson Healthcare  
Foundations Board
David Hunter, Chair
Hallie Christian, Vice Chair,  
	 (Chair-Elect – 2019) 
Ben Muladore, Secretary
Kathy Dixon, Treasurer,  
	 (Vice Chair-Elect – 2019)
Pam Anderson
Jon Armstrong, Treasurer-Elect
Pam Evans
Kathy Ervin
Greg Glasby
Paul Lerg
Ray Ludwa
Jen Mazur
Alan McBride
Jim Meier
Edwin Ness, President and CEO,  
	 Munson Healthcare
Desiree Worthington

Munson Healthcare  
Cadillac Hospital Foundation  
Board of Trustees
Greg Glasby, Chair
John MacLeod, Vice Chair,  
	 (Chair-Elect – 2019)
Pam Anderson
Deb Ballard
Patrick Carroll, (Vice Chair-Elect – 2019) 
Alicia Elmore, DO
Brittany Kielbasa
Greg Lambourne, MD
Jim Meier
Marcia Rackov
Jerry Sinkel
Tonya Smith, President,  
	 Cadillac Hospital
Desiree Worthington

Munson Healthcare  
Charlevoix Hospital Foundation  
Board of Trustees 
Bob Hoffman, CPA, Chair
Alan McBride, Vice Chair
Ben Muladore, Secretary
Susan Flanders, Treasurer

Kris Balasz
Marge McGoff
Amy Sherman
Paul Weston
Catherine Wonski, MD
Joanne Schroeder, President, 
	 Charlevoix Hospital
Desiree Worthington

Munson Healthcare  
Grayling Hospital  
Foundation Board
Bev Andrus
Ruth Clemens
Judy Clyma
Paul Lerg
Jeff Nester
Kirsten Korth-White, Interim  
	 President, Grayling Hospital
Desiree Worthington

Munson Healthcare  
Manistee Hospital Foundation  
Board of Trustees 
Pam Evans, Chair
Sonja Ganger, Vice Chair
Kathy Ervin, Secretary
James Barker, President,  
	 Manistee Hospital
Theresa Barry
Teresa Kieffer
Beth McCarthy
Brian McComb, DO
Libby Schleiffarth
Sally Somsel
Richard Wilson

Munson Medical Center  
Foundation Board
David Wright, MD, Chair
Jamie Marsh, Vice Chair,  
	 (Chair-Elect – 2019) 
Lorraine Beers
Charlie Bumb
Kyle Carr, MD, (Vice Chair-Elect – 2019)
Kathy Dixon
Trish Fiebing
David Gordon, MD

David Hunter
Ray Ludwa
Edwin Ness, President and CEO,  
	 Munson Healthcare
Alfred Pilong, President,  
	 Munson Medical Center
Linda Proffitt
Cherie Robinson
Paul Schmuckal
Alice Shirley
David Shooltz
Margie Tipsword
Desiree Worthington

Otsego Memorial Foundation 
Board of Trustees
Barry Owens, President
Phil Hofweber, President-Elect
Tom Lemon, Vice President, CEO,  
	 Otsego Memorial Hospital
Jen Mazur, Secretary
Bob Courtois, Treasurer
Brett Bowen
David Briney
Dr. Peter Handley
Dave Hintz
John Makranyi
Thomas Page
Lori Reichard
Mary Sanders

Paul Oliver Foundation
Bill Parris, Chair
Irene Nugent, Vice Chair,  
	 (Chair-Elect – 2019)
Jon Armstrong, (Vice Chair-Elect – 2019) 
Bill Beck
Hallie Christian
Hank Dow
Susan Feiten
Phyllis Foster
Gordon Hopcian
Peter Marinoff, President,  
	 Paul Oliver Memorial Hospital
Honnie McClear
Peggy Nelson
Kris Thomas
Desiree Worthington
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The Legacy Society represents a list of donors who have named Paul Oliver Foundation or Munson 
Healthcare Foundations in their will or estate plans to support Kalkaska Memorial Health Center,  
Munson Hospice, Munson Medical Center, or Paul Oliver Memorial Hospital. It also includes those  
who have made a Charitable Gift Annuity or other life income arrangement. If interested in becoming  
a Legacy Society member, call our office of Legacy Giving at 231-935-6448. 

Legacy Society Members

David & Jacqueline Amos		

Alan & Pam Anderson		

Jon & Mary Armstrong		

Virginia & Eugene Balogh, PhD	

George & Patricia Bearup		

Lorraine & Mack Beers		

James & Sharon Blackburn		

Marsha J. Browning			

Tony & Helen Buday			

Donna Jean Burt			 

Charles & Susan Cady		

Kenneth & Linda Carroll		

Ralph & Maureen Cerny		

Steve & Hallie Christian		

B. Jane Johnson			 

Kevin Clark			 

David & Helen Cussins		

Gilbert & Annette Deibel		

Jock & Sue Denio			 

Preston & Mary Dilts		

Jim & Sue Dutmers			 

Robert & Jacqueline Epps		

John & Gina Erb			 

Bernard & Marilyn Finn		

Jeffrey & Nancy Fisher		

Francis J. & Jacqueline Gingras	

Phillip & Jane Goethals		

Jane C. Hardwicke			 

Charles H. Havill Family		

Hugh G. Hiller			 

Myrna Holland, RN			 

Elizabeth C. Hosick, MD		

Calvin & Verla Jamieson		

Henri Pell Junod, Jr.			 

George & Barbara Kausler		

Jeffrey & Jan Kyff			 

James W. & Marjorie O. Leenhouts	

Judith A. Lewandowski		

Richard C. & Sally A. Lewis		

Wayne & Terry Lobdell		

Allen E. Lorenz			 

Ray & Nancy Ludwa			

John & Freda MacLeod		

Daniel & Lillian Mahaney		

Terry & Sally Malone		

David & Cathie Martin		

Beverly McCamman			

Dan & Susan McDavid		

Marge McGoff			 

Robert & Janice McKee		

James & Barbara McKenna		

Anne & Bill Montgomery		

Jeffrey & Karla Nester		

Charles & Sara Ofenloch		

Roy & Patricia Olk			 

Richard & Clarine Olson		

Jeffry & Susan Palisin		

Dennis & Joann Pearsall		

Thomas A. & Stacey K. Pezzetti	

Ken Pickering			 

Sarah Elizabeth Pierson		

Agnes M. Plagens			 

Jeane Davidson Poos		

Bruce & Laurie Reavely		

Dan Remahl			 

James & Jean Richards		

You Can Make the  
Gift of a Lifetime

Did you know that you can create  
a legacy at Munson Healthcare  
without changing your will or  
parting with any assets now?  

You can designate your Munson 
Healthcare local hospital or Munson 

Hospice as a beneficiary of your  
retirement plan assets. You do not 
need to modify your will or living  
trust, and you can name Munson 
Healthcare as the sole beneficiary  
or one of several. This allows you  
to give while still providing for  

family or loved ones.  

If you are over 70-1/2 years of  
age and do not need your required  

minimum distribution, you can  
make a tax free gift from your  
traditional IRA. Thanks to a tax  

law extension passed in December 
2015, the “IRA Charitable Rollover” 
option has become permanent. You 
can transfer up to $100,000; it must 
come directly from your IRA admin-
istrator to the Munson Healthcare 
Foundations. The gift will not be  

taxed as income to you.

Staff members at Munson Healthcare 
Foundations are available to answer 
your questions about gifts of retire-
ment assets. Please contact us at  

231-935-6448 or legacy@mhc.net.

Terry & Roberta Rogers	

Sheila Rose		

Robert & Barbara Rosso	

John W. Ruckrich		

Edward & Sharon Rutkowski	

Betty J. Schelling		

Paul Schmuckal		

Barbara & Dudley Smith	

Bruce & Betsy Wagner	

Wayne & Joan Webber	

Wayne & Sharon Workman	

Melvin & Deborah Yates	

Ronald & Martha Yocum	

Glenn C. Zaring		

Jay & Judy Zrimec



11   Munson Healthcare Foundations | FOCUS

Leaving a Legacy

“So, we agree? 
We leave it all to 
Munson, right?” 
In the fall of 
2017, this was 
the conclusion of 
a conversation I 
had with my wife 
Catherine. The 

discussion centered on getting our 
act together with our final wishes. 
She said, “Yes, let’s put the money 
where it will do people good.”

Having retired in 2016, we decided 
it was a good time for a conversa-
tion regarding our end of life. I was 
70 years old and Catherine was 63. 
Not too old by today’s standards, but 
definitely time to be realistic about 
the fact that our string was going to 
be up before too long.

We didn’t realize at the time how 
prophetic those thoughts were. 

In early 2018, Catherine was di-
agnosed with Stage 4 lung cancer, 
which metastasized to her brain. She 
passed away in May after a brief, in-
tense struggle with the disease. She 
was a trouper to the end and had 
a bit of a Facebook “final journey 
with God.” Catherine kept a running 
journal of her impending passing as 
a testament to her faith ... a journey 
which has served as a wonderful wit-
ness for others. 

As a long-time board member with 
our Munson Healthcare Manistee 
Hospital Foundation (formerly 
West Shore Hospital Foundation) 
and then on our board of trustees 
through the time we joined with 
Munson Healthcare, it only seemed 
natural to me to honor those joint 
wishes and become a Legacy Donor 

for the Munson Healthcare family.

My family had a long-term relation-
ship with Munson Healthcare. My 
father, G. Franklin Zaring, DO, my 
mother Inez Lee, and my wonderful 
stepfather Eugene Courtade all had 
spent time relying upon the hos-
pital and receiving wonderful care. 
Across the board of Munson Health-
care services, we had been well taken 
care of. 

It has always been a comfort know-
ing of the level of professional, 
compassionate care available here 
in our area. Knowing we could help 
support that care and the wonderful 
system made our decision easy. 

Our estate is not a large one, but it 
will help. And that is the message I 
wish to convey here. Yes, we and our 
insurance agencies pay for our care, 
but there is more to consider. With 
us, our family is pretty much gone. 
So instead of leaving property for 
remaining family (and lawyers) to 
carve up, we decided to be proactive 
and put the money in a place to sup-
port something good in our lives. 

Munson Healthcare does just that. 
The whole system works very hard 
to help the residents in our area. The 
entire health care team, in essence, 
is our extended family. This was a 
no-brainer decision for us. We love 
Michigan, particularly our little 
community of Manistee. We hope 
that others, upon hearing our story, 
also consider helping out a wonder-
ful health care system.

Glenn Zaring is a board member 
with Munson Healthcare Manistee 
Hospital and is a writer, columnist, 
and consultant. He is a retired office 
of public affairs director.

By Glenn C. Zaring, Munson Healthcare Donor

Contact Us 

Desiree Worthington, President,  
Munson Healthcare Foundations
	 231-935-6509  |  DWorthington2@mhc.net

Heather Appold, Charitable Giving Officer  
Gaylord and Grayling
	 989-731-7769  |  HAppold@mhc.net

Kim Biddinger, Leadership Giving Officer  
Gaylord and Grayling
	 989-731-7769   |  KBiddinger@mhc.net 

Ruth Bloomer, Senior Leadership Giving Officer
	 231-935-6484  |  RBloomer@mhc.net

Denise DaFermo, Board Operations Coordinator
	 231-935-6480  |  DDafermo@mhc.net

John Gower, Charitable Giving Officer
Traverse City
	 231-935-7608  |  JGower@mhc.net

Debra Henderson, System Director, Annual Giving 
and Stewardship	
	 231-935-7668  |  DHenderson@mhc.net

Kelli Kaberle, Leadership Giving Officer
	 231-935-7901  |  KCravey@mhc.net

Kelsey Karbowski | Donor Outreach Coordinator
	 231-935-2870
	 KKarbowski@mhc.net

Karen McCrary, Charitable Giving Analyst
	 231-935-6448  |  KMccrary@mhc.net

Matt McDonough, Leadership Giving Officer
	 231-935-7689  |  MMcdonough@mhc.net

Courtney Mulder, Charitable Giving Officer  
Cadillac 
	 231-876-7522  |  CMulder@mhc.net 

Amy Peterson, Grants Administrator
	 231-935-2854  |  APeterson4@mhc.net

Chelsea Platte, Leadership Giving Officer 
Charlevoix
	 231-547-8502  |  CPlatte@mhc.net 

Sherri Protasiewicz, Charitable Giving Specialist 
Manistee
	 231-398-1270  |  SProtasiewicz@mhc.net
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Rendering of the new Manistee Community Health Center

The new Manistee Community Health Center is in the final 
stages of construction, with plans to open the fitness center this 
month and medical services in early January. Construction of the 
45,000-square foot building began in September of last year. 

The facility is a result of the partnership with Munson Healthcare 
and is being funded by the commitment Munson Healthcare made 
with Manistee County when it took ownership of the hospital.

It’ll house several provider offices – Manistee General Surgery, 
Manistee Neurology, Manistee Orthopedics, and Manistee Urol-
ogy – as well as Rehabilitation Services (Physical Therapy, Occu-
pational Therapy, and Speech Therapy), Cardiac and Pulmonary 
Rehabilitation, and the full-service fitness center, Manistee Health 
and Fitness (formerly the Health Connection). Some administra-
tion staff also will move to this building. 

The Foundation contributed to this project by helping raise funds 
for equipment and other items.

Opening Soon!




