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To screen patients in preparation for use of medications such as primaquine, Munson Medical 

Center's lab will begin offering G6PD deficiency screening beginning on March 25, 2024.  

Glucose-6-phosphate dehydrogenase (G6PD) is an enzyme in red blood cells which combats 

oxidative stress (caused by some foods and medications, such as primaquine) and thus 

protects red blood cell membranes.   

 G6PD enzyme deficiency may lead to a chronic hemolytic anemia, but many patients 

are asymptomatic.  

 Oxidative stress may cause severe hemolytic anemia in G6PD deficient patients. 
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