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The Ask Suicide Questions (ASQ) Screening Tool 
 
The ASQ (Ask Suicide-Screening Questions) is a brief validated suicide risk screening tool used by MHC to assess risk for 
suicide in patients 8-11 years of age. The Suicide Risk level obtained from the ASQ determines safety precautions to be 
implemented.   
 

Documentation of the ASQ 
 
The ASQ Suicide Screening can be accessed from the Triage Form-Peds ED /Urgent Care Intake PowerForm, a task, or 
AdHoc to use per clinical staff discretion for any patient at any point of their stay. 
 
ASQ Screening as a task is generated: 
 

• Upon arrival to the ED (via the Triage-Peds ED PowerForm). 

• If the Triage Form-Peds ED /Urgent Care Intake PowerForm is not 
documented (including when the patient is a direct admit to an 
inpatient unit). 

• Upon the selection of Unable to assess due to clinical condition. 

• Every 12 hours following an ASQ Screening risk of Moderate during the 
current visit.  

 
1. Complete the Suicide Risk Screening within the Triage Form-Peds ED /Urgent Care Intake PowerForm:   

 
If Unable to assess due to clinical condition is documented, an ASQ Screening Unable to Assess Task is: 
  

• Tasked in 12 hours. 

• Retasked every 24 hours until screening completed. 
 

ASQ suicide screening is 

tasked for patients aged 8-11 

years who present with a 

Behavioral Health Condition.  
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2. Complete the ASQ:  

 
3. Complete the Suicide Risk Environment Checklist:  
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LaunchPoint, Care Compass, Tracking Board, and Grease Board Alerts 
 

LaunchPoint  

1. The first column of the organizer displays a red 

alert indicating high suicide risk. 

2. In the second column the head icon indicates a 

moderate suicide risk. 

 

 

Care Compass 

1. Hover over the red alert triangle to read the alert type.   

 

 

ED/UC Tracking Board ASQ column icons: Grease Board, Ancillary Department tracking boards i.e., radiology, lab, etc. 

will display all patients at risk for Self-Harm in the Suicide Risk column. 

 

1. Patients identified as a moderate risk for self-harm.  

2. Patients identified as a high risk for self-harm.  

 

 

Orders and Consults 
 

A CAC (Centralized Access Center) Consult will be placed for all MMC patients with a Moderate or High Risk of Suicide, 

or current suicide attempt. 

 

One of the following Orders will be placed by the System based on screening results. 

1. Precautions – Patient at Moderate Risk for Self Harm. 

 

 

2. Precautions – Patient at High Risk for Self Harm. 

 

 


