
Restrictions Implemented for In-House Test Usage  
 

Munson Healthcare’s testing resources are severely constrained. Current runout date has fallen to 9 

days (Nov. 29).  

 Although we have increased our allocation of in-house testing, due to escalating demand we are 

significantly exceeding our daily allocation  

 We have not received a shipment of testing reagent supplies for our Abbott ID NOW since 

November 10th and Abbott has informed us that they have “no available reagent” due to 

manufacture issues.  We have no indication of when we will receive additional Abbott reagent. 

 Because of this, certain categories of patients and MHC providers/staff will no longer be eligible 

for in-house testing.  

 The changes that are needed are not ideal but are in line with what other healthcare systems 

are doing in order to ensure some level of in-house testing can remain.  

 If changes are not made immediately, our in-house testing capability will cease and we will not 

be able to run any in-house testing.  

We will continue to monitor our testing supplies, capacity, and impact of the recommended changes 

daily. We anticipate changes and will continue to keep you informed.  

The below recommendations will take effect Saturday, November 21: 

Maintain in-house testing for: 

 Symptomatic inpatients 

 Symptomatic OBS patients 

 Symptomatic ED patients who will be admitted  

 Certain categories of symptomatic frontline providers and staff 

 Asymptomatic patients with urgent/emergent procedures ONLY with approval 

o MMC:  Contact Chief Surgical Services Officer: Walt Noble  

o Other MHC Hospitals: Contact your Chief Medical Officer 

 Asymptomatic Patients being discharged to a Skilled Nursing Facility  

 Asymptomatic Patients being discharged to a Behavioral Health facility 

Stop in-house testing: 

 Symptomatic ED patients who will be discharged home 

 Asymptomatic pre-surgical patients without a COVID-19 test result 

 Asymptomatic OB Active Labor patients 

 Symptomatic providers and staff that are working from home and/or are not frontline staff 

A reminder, any patient how has tested positive within the past 90 days should NOT be re-tested under 

any circumstance. 

 

 


